During the 2008-2009 academic year, the Asian American Law
Journal celebrated the anniversaries of critical moments in Asian American Jurisprudence. Two-thousand nine marked 25 years since the landmark Korematsu II decision, when the United States District Court acknowledged the grievous error the Supreme Court committed, not only against Fred Korematsu, but also against all Japanese Americans interned during World War II.
Two-thousand eight brought the 2 0 th anniversary of the Civil Liberties Act of 1988, when Congress acknowledged the "racial prejudice, war hysteria, and a failure of political leadership" that led to the internment of over 100,000 Americans, many of whom bravely fought for their nation that tore them from their homes and livelihoods. The congressional apology and $20,000 in restitution for the "grave injustice" done to each of the interned was little compensation for the many whose scars will never fade.
This year, after 60 long years of waiting, we also celebrated the passage of veterans' benefits for Filipino soldiers who fought under the American flag during World War II. Congressman Michael Honda's statement upon the passage of this legislation, included in this volume, reminds us of the many injustices that continued, even while many communities celebrated landmark legal and legislative victories.
Two-thousand nine also marked the 4 0 "h anniversary of the Third World Liberation Strikes that gave birth to ethnic studies and led to the growth of fields we now know as African American Studies, Asian American Studies, Chicano/Latino Studies, and their progeny. The Asian American Law Journal would not exist today if not for the efforts of the student and scholar activists who paved the way for fields such as Critical Race Theory and Asian American Jurisprudence to emerge in subsequent decades.
In celebrating the Asian American Law Journal's 15 th anniversary this academic year, we recognize that we must always remember our history and acknowledge the shoulders on which we stand. In this volume, we celebrate this history from which we continue to learn.
Our 2009 The Asian American Law Journal also had the privilege of interviewing Dr. Konrad Ng, an Asian American film scholar and President Obama's brother-in-law. In describing the multiethnic, multiracial roots and upbringing of President Obama and his sister Maya, Dr. Ng succinctly expresses the spirit of the Asian American Law Journal: "Hopefully, this kind of biographical diversity can help us form more complex or imaginative understandings of what is possible and desirable in identity." [Volume 16:1 The Asian American Law Journal strives to bring more diversity of scholarship into the legal academy, through which scholars, practitioners, and jurists alike can better understand the complexities of the law in its impact on an ever-changing American populace.
In peace and unity, Jiny J. Kim Editor-in-Chief
2008-2009

Asian American Law Journal Mandate
The mandate of the Asian American Law Journal is to publish commentary, analyses, and research on the experiences and concerns of Asian Americans. We believe that to advance the Asian American movement, we must recognize the diversity among Asian American communities and cultivate scholarship that promotes understanding and empowerment in order to foster resistance to oppression and the achievement of justice. The movement includes, but is not limited to, the intersections of gender, class, sexual orientation, religion and race. We recognize the histories of Pacific Islanders and support those who choose to maintain distinct community identities. In solidarity with all peoples who have been subordinated, we embrace the opportunity to publish works that address issues relating to all marginalized communities. The mission of our journal is to speak truth to power; to borrow from poet Janice Mirikitani, "We give testimony. Our noise is dangerous."
